5" BAL MITRA MAHAPANCHAYAT
28-30 July 2009

Hon’ble Justice Saratchandran with the Bal Mahapanchayat 200@dé@nited/ice
President and Secretary are standing from extreme right to left)

The Bal Mahapanchayat was held from 28-30 July 2009 at Gandhi Swthtithe

children’s elections held at Mukti Ashram on"30The objective for the Bal Mitra
Mahapanchayat event was to bring together the children of all M@sBto elect the
national level children’s Parliament or the Bal Mahapanchayaldi@hifrom 65 villages
from 4 states- Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar and Jharkhandippéetl in this

congregation of 121 children who elected their national level leaders.

The objective of this elected Bal Mahapanchayat is to cregbéatform for all the
children to share their experiences from their BMGs. One of tiex objectives was also
to choose their National Parliament (Rashtriya Bal Mahapanthayiich they did on
the 3% day of the programme in Mukti Ashram.

The programme was held in New Delhi in Gandhi Smriti Sansthan on 28 and 29 July, and
on 30 July in Mukti Ashram. A brief report of the events is as follows:



Day 1: 28 July 2009
Venue: Satyagrah Mandap, Gandhi Darshan evam Smriti Samiti, New Delhi
Session -

With over 120 children from 60 different villages of India participgtin the 5 Bal
Maha Panchayat, the proceedings for the day were commenced.alithPrasad, a
member of the Bal Panchayat of Wazirnagar Lakhimpur Kheri. &bent gained
momentum with the arrival of The Minister of State for Labour amghlByment, Harish
Rawat, who was whole heartedly welcomed by the children thrdweghwelcome song.
The formal inaugural ceremony commemorated with the lightnindamips by the
honorable Minister of State and Kailash Satyarthi, the founder of BBA.

Pooja Kumari and Kinshu Kumar, children who are members of thgrective Bal
Panchayat compered the entire event, which began with theiomeladdress to
everyone present in the Mandap premises. Harish Rawat and oth&raigeceived a
floral welcome from the children from various Bal Panchayatso,Als the limelight,
sharing space with the respectable, Harish Rawat and KailaghrtSawere Sumedha
Kailash, R.S. Chaurasia, Chairperson of BBA and Ramesh Gupta, tidéeRteof BBA,
Child Bal Panchayat members- Razia Sultana, the Vice Pnesidd Chandan Kumar, a
member of the previous Bal Maha Panchayat.

Chandan Kumar, a member of to tf¢Bal Maha Panchayat eloquently spoke about the

4 fundamental principles which lay the foundation for establishment of a Bal dvisna.

1. The village should be free from child labour and Child slavery.

2. All the children in the village should be enrolled at the school,cespethe girls, as
they form a vulnerable section and most of the times are the wotisns of child
labour and trafficking.

3. Establishment of a Bal Panchayat in each school in a villagevegogein children a
sense of leadership, responsibility, cooperation and decision making ability.

4. Recognition to this Bal Panchayat by the Village Panchayatraadtave partnership
in making the villages more children friendly.

Chandan also shed a light on the changes that the establishmehtMitrBaGrams in
different schools in different districts across different staelndia has brought about,
especially in the BMGs in Saharsa, Bihar where he is froentalked enthusiastically on
the new schools that were opened under this initiative and how childetabioom
various work sites declared hazardous under the Child Labour (Prohibiidn a
Regulation) Act, 1986 were rescued, rehabilitated and enrolled in village schools.



Razia Sultana addressing the Bal Mahapanchayat participants duringugeral ceremony

After Chandan Kumar’s address, Razia Sultana, the Vice Presifidre 4" Bal Maha
Panchayat was invited to share her experiences during her tesiunesllaas her
encounters as a former child laborer. With tears in her &e=a shared anecdotes of
her childhood as a laborer in the sporting goods production factoryeatul! Uttar
Pradesh. She talked about the inhuman working conditions in which they wdestm
work in and also about the long working hours for which they had tarskbg factories.
She further talked about the ground-breaking changes brought about by BEdue
initiative. She concluded her speech by expressing her desirgdalschool for every
child. She took this opportunity to demand assurance from the laboutemioigender
India free from the evil of child labour. Razia’s strong voind determination initiated a
wave of applause followed by slogans amongst the audiencecduhd hear all the
children demanding Education for Liberation and Liberation for Educatitimall their
might. One could very clearly hear the children shouting,

“ Chheen ke lenge Azadi...maang ke lenge Azadi...”
“Aadhi roti khayenge...phir bhi school jayenge...”

“Gali Gali mein Phool ho....har Bachcha school ho...”



Child participants in the Bal Mahapanchayat

As the uproar amongst the children rested, Kinshu Kumar called uptastiK&atyarthi,
the founder of BBA to share a few words. Satyarthi talked abouBahéviitra Gram
mentioned that the village is the smallest geographical umitee Indian context and
hence BBA chose this micro level for their struggle against dabbour in the form of
Bal Mitra Gram. This initiative finds more meaning when pander over the fact that
nearly 70% of the India’s population inhabits the rural areas and thiksges supply
over six crores child laborers to the country, thereby becoming cthe @host pertinent
sights for BBA's endeavor to eliminate child labour.

Satyarthi in his address elucidated as to how BBA works by emgiogr and helping

parents understand the importance of education. He also talked abvoun Ispite of

existence of numerous legislations, child labour, trafficking and leweded labour finds
expression in Indian socio-economic reality. He vividly explained hagvation due to a
major dearth of resources faced by poverty stricken famitiesome of the remotest
villages of India propagates child labour. Satyarthi envisions an ndégie education
will eventually liberate India from the shackles of child labouaffitking and even

bonded labour.



Kailash Satyarthi explained the BMG concept to the Minister during higjiral address

Reiterating the four step process of formation of a Bal MitranG; Satyarthi elaborated

on the process of selection of a Bal Panchayat. He shared thatataedire nominated
from the village schools for whom the other children of the school vbaeome with the
maximum votes becomes tReadhan(the President) followed by asp- Pradhan (Vice
President) aSachiv (Secretaryand seven members. These ten together constitute a Bal
Panchayat which then works on issues related to children within bo®lsand the
village- pondering over the problems, suggesting solutions and then wornking i
collaboration with the village Panchayat to materialize the suggested solutions.

Satyarthi applauded the fact that the Bal Maha Panchayat had ghiklren the

opportunity to come in direct contact with Harish Rawat and put fbeh toncerns.

Satyarthi while reflecting back on the work done by BBA sharedah#te time when

BBA had started working in the 1980s against these global probleamslefabour and

child trafficking, there were hardly any constitutional provisjolasvs or punishment
under the Indian Law to deal with such an obnoxious practice excepoiited® Labour

System (Abolition) Act, 1976. He then appreciated the recent chahgesave been
brought about in the system that have seriously addressed this aggravating pfajlem
country. In fact, the recent Delhi High court judgment is testiynto the struggles of
BBA to achieve a child labour free society.

Satyarthi informed that BBA has more than 80, 000 workers all ovecdhetry who
have rescued around 79,000 child laborers with the help of judiciary since 1980. BBA has
750 partners.

Satyarthi invited Kalu, one of the former child laborers recued B& Bctivists in the

year 19s98 from a carpet weaving factory where he had been wéokig/ears at that
time. Kalu shared the atrocities inflicted on him as a child &tand how BBA changed
his life. He also shared his experience of meeting the founited States President Bill



Clinton at the White House and his trip to Germany in June 2009.eVihithese
countries, Kalu with his fellow mates used the medium of stregttplspread awareness
on this form of violation and the rights of the children. While talkabgut the BBA’s
Mukti Caravan campaign, on child domestic labour which was carrieth @06, he
told that his team had travelled from Delhi to Mumbai, halting fé¢réint villages on the
way, performing street theatre to convince parents againstlahdbdir and to send their
children to school.

Satyarthi thanked Kalu for his insight and shared with the partigghat Kinsu Kumar,
who was one of the comperes of the event, had scored maximum matksss VIII
examination in his district.

Satyarthi stressed on the importance of BMGs especially becdube fact that court
procedures at rural level can be very tedious and often createctsomflthe community
and this all the more stresses the need to empower the cloldtiea villages to think
about their own welfare and protection and take steps to assurarttee $he Bal
Panchayat comes in handy in such a situation. Comparing the problém uban

counterpart, he gave the example of the recent Delhi High Court jetgemmcording to
which it is the responsibility of the Delhi State Governmentetease all children from
factories and industries with the help of the police. This judgment, vesweannot be
replicated in a rural set up as they do not have factories. This, Satyapthasired was a
major reason that led to the establishment of the BMGs. He ¢adghat BBA has also
been working on improving the relations of these rescued childrenheithfamilies and
the society in general by empowering them through means of emhycabicational

training, counseling and rehabilitation and imparting education on social issues

While talking of the various violent practices prevalent in Ind@eiety against the well
being of children such as feoticide, infanticide, rapes and as thmean sacrifice, he
suggested that children themselves need to be empowered to bribgoashah carnage.
He said that with an estimated child population of 32 — 33 crores, chith@uld be at
the focus of monetary allocations in the budget but unfortunately tmstishe case.
Satyarthi said,

“Shiksha khairat ki tarah nahi bategi....adhikar ki tarah milegi’(Education Winot be
doled out as charity, it will be given as a right)

He gave specific emphasis on the need of education for thehga| minorities and
weaker sections. He shared with the participants that UN hade@MG as the best
model for eradication of child labour. He applauded and thanked theigemnts for
making the concept of BMGs a successful reality so much so pregiea was published
on BMG model at the Harvard University.

Addressing the Minister of State for Labour and employment,sHdRiawat, Satyarthi
expressed his desire for collaboration between the Labour mirg&#,and Education
Ministry in the initiative to eradicate child labour from IndigueSifically picking up an
example of a world renowned apparel brand, Satyarthi divulgedhbdormer has a



significant proportion of child labor population. He requested the WMyndadtiLabour to
intervene in the matter.

Honourable Minister of Labour, Harish Rawat addressing the children inghgural session

The next speaker Harish Rawat saluted the children for theirndetgion and
achievements. He said “I am not sure as to when shall we beoadidicate child labor
through constitutional and legal provisions, but | am certain that BB it8 initiative
will soon achieve the same.”

He hoped that through the work of organizations such as BBA, Indiarsbedl or less
curb this problem with the 2 Five Yesar Plan. He urged the authorities and
neighborhoods to be more vigilant about the incidence of child labor and gndtat.
He shared that several lakhs of child laborers have been mainstréato formal
education, by the efforts of the judiciary, the Government and thairagi@ns working
on child welfare and protection. The Right to Education Bill, he sughesiassed, will
be able to put all the children in schools. Rawat talked of rembéges from where
maximum migration takes place. He said that we need a horiapgktation of various
schemes to assure health, education, welfare and protection of theerchof those
villages successfully. He suggested a novel concept of ‘migratihools’ for children
who are migrants, where they can continue their education following thecsanoellum
and educational structure which they had left behind.

Reflecting on Ms. Razia’'s demand for eradication of child laboerrdguested the
children to write their experiences in the form of lettetsclwy he suggested would be
forwarded to Ms. Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister, Manmohan Singhohiduded
with an appreciation for the efforts of BBA.

Ramesh Gupta, the President of BBA talked about his prior acquaenteth Harish
Rawat and then focused his discourse on BBA'’s initiatives. He usethdéhegy of small
pox prevalent during his youth. He said that at that time allteffeere being made to
eradicate small pox from the country and therefore more oftenntbia one would come



across a poster readirf@hechak ka mareez batao, 500 rupye le jao” (Help us to treat a
small pox victim, het Rs 500 for the information.)

He suggested that BBA aspires of a day, when the posters wodld'Bed Mazdoor
batao, 500 rupye le jao” (Inform about a child labourer and get Rs 500 for the
information)

Referring to recent High Court judgement which brings togetimedifferent laws and
people in reference to prosecution of the offenders of child labor noencgngratulated
the children and the BBA activists for their efforts to exti@ate child labour and closed
the session.

Session — I

The second session began with Anil inviting the students to shareeipariences of
BMGs and Bal Panchayats from different districts. Manyldcbn shared their
experiences, aims and aspirations. The gist of the incidents sbgpréte children
highlighted the following as the achievements of various Bal Pgath&rmed in the
BMGs:-

Children shared their experiences with their friends



Initiating school chalo abhiyan (school enrolment drives).

Stop child labor in their villages.

Withdrawing child laborers from work and mainstreaming them into education.
Negotiating with Gram Panchayat for their demands such as exteischool from
Class 5 to Class 8, class 8 to Class 10 as also opening of schatiégyes which did
not have one and so on.

Making drinking water available in the schools.

Opening of vocational training centres for girls.

Construction of separate toilets for girls in the school.

Initiate and advocate distribution of the mid day meal in the schools.

Recovery of money paid for procurement of mark sheets which aealityrfree of
cost.

Organizing rallies.

Performing street plays to promote education and inhibit/stop child labor.
Making the sports equipment available in schools.

Making the scholarship money/fund available to the children of the school.
Planting trees.

Written communication for increasing the number of teachers in the school.
Encourage parents to send their children to school.

Getting roads and manholes on the way to school, repaired.

This was followed by a session of story telling by the childrased on a few pictures
that they were given. After about an hour’'s play, it was tioretlie closing session
graced by Hon’ble Justice M.K.Sharma, Judge of the Supreme Court of India

Hon’ble Justice M.K.Sharma, addressing the audience as children on thekais lo

After the ceremonial welcome song, Kailash Satyarthi took this appty to formally
welcome Justice M.K.Sharma and explained what Supreme Court of ithdia the



children. He then invited Govind Khanal, one of the National Secretafi®&BA to
speak about his recent encounter with bonded labour in Assam valley.

Govind shared that in the Jayantiya region of Assam valley, bonted is being

practiced on large scale in the coal mines. Govind emphasizednithiag can cause
dangerous infections and diseases to the children. He also revesdlasthte there is a
major paucity of drinking water, people use water from the mmegiénch their thirst.
Sharing another incident of a lead pencil factory in Mandsaur regiovin said that

when the factory was raided by BBA activists along with thddOWelfare Committee
(CWC), 125 children were found working there. However, these activests ¥/ treated

and not allowed to take any action. Subsequently, they wrote to tietdisagistrate

who severely penalized the factory owner.

Putting across the practical problems that activists fade tivé Government agencies
like CWC, Kailash then invited Justice Sharma to speak a few wanrdsalso offer
suggestions to deal with such problems. Justice Sharma in his aadneissd children
for their spirit. He commented that in spite of having a welingef criminal legislation,
punishments are not awarded due to absence of social justice aowniry. Now, he
said, the judiciary had taken the onus to provide social justice ksthaeugh the
National Legal Sevrices Autority (NALSA). He repeatedly spokdis extreme faith in
the initiatives and work of BBA and reaffirmed legal support to tlgameation in its
endeavors, thereby ending his discourse.

Ravi Prakash Verma, one of the major social activist assowiteBBA and a former
Member of Parliament (MP) spoke passionately on the activities of BBA singgtsat,

“If somebody is sleeping, you can shake him or jolt him to wake igm But if
somebody is pretending to sleep, what can you do? You shout, you doudwgo that
your voice is heard. This is the work that BBA is doing.”

The day ended with Chaurasia’s closing speech in which he thankex Rlsirma and
Ravi Prakash Verma for devoting their valuable time to this woudeduse and
appreciated the children for their active participation.



DAY 2- 29 July 2009
Venue: Satyagrah Mandap, Gandhi Darshan evam Smriti Samiti, New Delhi
Session — |

The day commenced with children assembling at the Satyagrahaapla@dce they
were settled, each child was given a piece of paper in whahwere asked to write
about the biggest problem of the community as perceived by them. t@mahildren

wrote their problems on the paper, these were collected and on thebtm problems
listed, the children were grouped together, that is, the children diifierent districts

who had listed the same problem were grouped together.

Each of the group was numbered and given a piece of paper with thre@rguest
mentioned on it. The three questions required the children to:

1. Mention the biggest problem and how they solved it?

2. In case the problem was not solved, what were the problems/obstaejecame
across?

3. How do they propose to solve the problem? Suggestions etc.

All the groups were made to sit together and given ampletbniseainstorm and think.
They were given charts and markers to pen down the answers, wie eventually to
be shared with the rest of the groups in the form of a presentatch. gtoup in this
process was assisted by one of the teachers from their BMGgladifeed the meaning
of the questions, guided them about the format so on and so forth.

Children sat in groups as they discussed their issues and made thaitgtiens



....preparing their presentations

After coming back from the tea, the children were shown a lnettment on how
children become victims of trafficking and forced labour and alsmetaphorical
depiction of Bal Mitra Gram and its pillars of strength. Thecemant involved BBA
workers and a few student volunteers. In the first depiction, The BM& depicted
through a chair, which required the support of youth, mahila mandal andrtbleayat
for its mobilization and effective functioning.

The second depiction was of a village where children were playgiding and involved

in other activities when the trafficker @whalal’ came and took away a few of them. This
was followed by arrival of an activist who talked to children abdw issues of
trafficking and child labour. So, the next time the traffickeme, he was beaten up by
the children out of the village.

This was followed by children shouting slogans against child labadirirafiavour of
BBA and BMGs.



Once this activity was over, the children resumed the groups theyweeking in before the tea break and each group presented as pe

their turn.

Groups making their presentations

S. Problem How did theyObstacles/ Hindrances Suggestions /Possible Solution.
No solve it? (if
solved )
1 Water Not solved Went to Sarpanch and requested for a water tapk. Haan to tell the sarpanch and the Principal that

responded that it would be solved within two mon
which did not happen. After that, they went to
Principal, who gave the same response but still
tank was not fixed.

ths Minister has supported them and the forr
the should make the arrangement as early as poss
theRequest the Water department to get the w

tank fixed.

tr
ne
ibl
at




Electricity

Not Solved

The youth called for a village meetafgr which
the District Magistrate was given a letter reques
for the provision of the electricity. The D
instructed the electricity department to survey
village for an estimated power required and
labour cost. More than half of the village w
surveyed but there is no electricity even after
months. The children conducted another mee
and wrote a letter to the Gram Sarpanch. An ele
pole had fallen a year ago which has still not b
reinstated.

limdjlagers, which would then be submitted to Gr
MSarpanch. Further, a meeting should be fixed with
tBastrict Officer to put forward their problem.
the

as

Six

ting

ctric

een

A written letter will be framed with the consent of the

an
tr

School 3
groups)

Bal Panchayat framed a letter and gave it
Sarpanch and Mukhiya but school was not ope
The children wrote again and a Primary School

opened.

Toey will continue the follow-up with the help of tl
nadtivists..
vas

G 1 -—-No
school in the
village.

Not Solved

Bal Panchayat framed a letter and gave |
Sarpanch and Mukhiya but school was not ope
The children wrote again and a Primary School
opened.

* One girl from Jharkand shared that due to BB
activists; her village established a school till cl
VIII but most of the girls drop out after that as th
was no provision for them to study and |

Matriculation School was at the distance of
kilometers in a forested area and also under
Naxalite influence. They went to DM but still tf
school has not been extended till Class X.

t to
ned.
vas
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School till Wrote a letter to the principal to get the schpol
Class X extended to Class X. Principal assured but nothing
happened. Went to Mukhiya but he asked them tp go
back to the Principal. The problem has not been
solved yet.
G 2 - School Not Solved Bal Pachayat raised the voice and wrote a lettefhie Bal Panchayat will interact with the Gram
only till class extend their school till Class VIIl. Gram SarpandPanchayat to seek solution to this problem. In c¢as
VI refused to help and asked children to go to Gréime Gram Panchayat does not listen, they plan
Panchayat Secretary who got the school extendedgproach Gram Sarpanch. If even he does not liste
Class VIIl. Wrote to Principal but problem ngthe Bal Panchayat will write directly to the DM.
solved.
G 3 - School Not Solved School only till Class V. Discussed in Ba&he children were so frustrated that the wanted stri
only till Panchayat. Gave in writing to Gram Sarpanch Wwpmsecution against the Sarpanch.
Class V said that there was a paucity of funds.
Lack of | Not Solved Bal Panchayat in consultation with villaggal Panchayat gave a written letter to Gran
teachers Panchayat locked the School premises to exprBssichayat. If they do not agree, then this proble
their displeasure. When collector found out, 4 nemil be put forward among the people of the village
teachers were appointed. There were only 4 teaclaard then go to SDM. If even he does not agreej tl
in Class X. When students raised their voices,| itt@ldren will go to Dm. If still nothing happens, they
Tehsildar assured that more teachers will | @l lock the school premises till the time their
appointed but that did not happen. Instead, onedemands are met.
the four teachers was made the headmaster.| The
children were also threatened.
Truancy Not solved There are only six teachers in spite of it beingawrite to the Gram Panchayat and if there is n
among secondary school. action at his/her level, they will approach the distric
teachers. officials.
Poor quality] Not solved Will write a letter to Gram Sarpanch. If he/she dpe
of teaching not listen, then they will go to District Officer.




During their presentations, the children showed their resolution and tlesp
disgruntlement at the officials. Inspired by the speeches of #nops day by the
Labour Minister and the Hon’ble Justice of the Supreme Court of Intat of them
said that their would approach the Supreme Court for any of their problems!

However good sense prevailed when they were explained that the Supreme Couat of Indi
can't be bothered on the issues of all the villages in the countrthapdvere explained
that solutions will be found at the level of the Panchayat and the DistricatsTfici

These are just a few examples of the problems listed byhildren. Other problems
faced included lack of medical facilities, lack of Sports equigna¢ school and lack of
Hygiene and sanitation. The children came up with many unique solfibiotise same.
For example, the group which worked on the problem of lack of sanisuiggested
insecticide spray in the village and asking villagers to throw sliblt one place itself,
keep the drains clean etc.

Session - |l

In the second session a mock meeting was organized to see holwldinen interacted
with the Gram Panchayat and sought approval/sanction for theimdemghe children
discussed among themselves the problems they were facing andténeageeeing on a
major common problem, all of them went to the Gram Panchayat (Bbt®ists) and
put forward their demands. When the village Panchayat refused ttaeanteem, they
raised their voices and shouted slogans. They did not give up persuadiranthayRt
until and unless a stipulated time limit and an assurance todémaiands being met was
given to them.

Once the enactment was over, children were sent to visit th&Irdj the Samadhi of
Mahatma Gandhi, where after they went back to the Mukti Ashram.

DAY 3- 30 July 2009
Venue: Mukti Ashram

In the morning, the children assembled in the Pandal and interactedSumedha
Kailash and Kailash Satyarthi. This was followed by ten candida¢éeng nominated
from across the different BMGs and Bal Ashram in order to combeselections for
selection of a National level Bal Panchayat. Since someictistivere bigger, two
candidates stood from that place. In all, 10 candidates stood in thieredeout of whom
5 were boys and 5 were girls.

These 10 children are:
1) Amar Lal- Bal Ashram, Jaipur, Rajasthan
2) Sapna Kumari- Surajpura, Jaipur, Rajasthan
3) Anand Sharma- Chitoli, Jaipur, Rajasthan
4) Pooja Kumari- Afzalpur Pawti, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh
5) Razia Sulatana- Nangla Kumbha, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh



6) Ratnesh Kumar- Sitanabad, Saharsa, Bihar

7) Lali Kumari- Sitanabad, Saharsa, Bihar

8) Prem Pratap- Wazir Nagar, Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar Pradesh
9) Rajneesh Kumar- Chitoniya, Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar Pradesh
10)Monica- Saphi, Koderma, Jharkhand

One of the contestants addressing the children

Each of them first addressed the gathering of all the chilaindnmentioned their major
work as Bal Panchayat members of their village. While sontk vinarked towards
ensuring better mid-day meal by taking up the cudgels with thehBgat, some raised
the issues of drinking water, boundary wall, toilets in their resgesthools. Some has
helped stop child marriage in their village, some withdrew childrem fwork in mica
mining. Some even approached the District Magistrate and conductenhsteations in
front of the DM office which resulted in immediate action ofeexting school for their
village. Armed with such achievements under their belt, these ehilgst ready for the
canvassing for votes.

The Election Commission members explaining the rules to the voters arahtbstants

In the meanwhile, the Election Commission, i.e. the members giréwous Bal Maha
Panchayat came together to announce the rules and regulationsviassiag and the
elections which are as follows:



1) The contestants cannot bribe the voters or curry favours to them

2) Canvassing would last for an hour, during which they can speak torgspmaple as
possible within the premises of the venue.

3) There should be absolutely no involvement of any adults in the prd€essy
contestant tried to take the helped of any adult, he/she would be disqualified.

4) Similarly, if any adult approached the contestant for any reag@isoever during
the canvassing or the voting process, their region (BMGs of thaict)i would be
disqualified from contesting the elections.

The Election Commission consisted of 1 Chief Election Officer aktedtion Officers.
They were responsible for drawing up the voters list and theisefar proper and fair
voting.

...explaining the ballot paper

After this, the children were allotted their election symboke (&nnexure 1- ballot
paper) and were given an hour for their canvassing. The canvassngryanteresting
to watch- some lifted the contestants on their shoulders while sga@ltigans, while the
contestants spoke about their successes and efforts to improvet¢hefsthildren’s
education in their BMGs. The made several rounds of the MuktiaAsland reached out
to all the voters. Once the canvassing ended, the voters cheetléif leaders and sang
songs.



Contestants canvassing for votes

And voting begins...



Casting the vote...

The voting began around 3 pm, with two Election Officers, regigteaimd verifying the
Voter’s identity, the Chief Election Commissioner putting the irdckron voter’s finger,
the fourth helping the voter in stamping the ballot paper. The fittieh Officer was
placed at the entrance of the voting room to regulate the inflitxeofoters. The fifth
Election Officer made sure that no one without an identity cardsetite voting room.
With 121 voters, the voting process took almost about an hour. The fictaibte was
Ms. Seema Kumari from Koderma, Jharkhand, who was elated to votesforst time.

After the voting, the candidates started waiting for the reswlthile the Election
Commission requested a few adults to assist them in the counfieg.tide counting,
began a long waiting time for the contestants as they wiaiteétle Chief Guest, Hon’ble
Justice Sarat Chandran, Justice of Supreme Court of India and M&ebestary,

National Legal Services Authority to announce the results.

Justice Sarat Chandran was very impressed when he heardteb®MG stories from
the children. In his short address he said- “It is children lde that we need to make a
change in our villages. | wish all of you good luck.” He then annoutieedesults of the
election which are as follows:

1) Amar Lal President

2) Rajneesh Kumar Vice President
3) Razia Sulatana Secretary

4) Sapna Kumari Member

5) Anand Sharma Member

6) Pooja Kumari Member

7) Ratnesh Kumar Member

8) Lali Kumari Member

9) Prem Pratap Member
10)Monica Member

They then formulated their declaration which is present in Annexure 2.



The Bal Mahapanchayat members take their oath



